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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


INTEGRATION OF ISLAM, TECHNOLOGY DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-‘ARABI in Arabic No 271, Jun 81 pp 21-25 
[Article by Dr ‘Abd-al-*Aziz Kamil: "Dialogue about Islam and Progress"] 


[Text] "The most charitable among you are my contemporaries, 
then those who came after them and those who came after those.” 
How? 


What is the truth in Islam's position on the question of 
progress? 


Kuwait was the scene of the Intellectual Creativity Symposium in the Arab world 
between 8 and 12 March 1981. The University of Kuwait; the United Nations 
Organization; the National Council for Culture, the Arts and Letters; and the 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research worked together on this symposiur. 


The guest of honor at the symposium was Dr 'Abd-al-Salam, the first 
Muslim scientist to receive the Nobel prize in physics in 1979. His talk was 
about the advancement of the sciences in Arab and Islamic countries. 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Salam began his lecture by saying, "In the name of God, the Merciful, 
the Compassionate. I have the honor of addressing you, and what I have to say 
applies to a number of developing countries, including my own country, Pakistan. 
I feel that I can say what is on my mind without running the risk of being 
misunderstood. 


"My observations today will revolve around the subject of the abstract sciences. 

I join you in advocating that the greatest priority be given to the creation of 
knowledge within a scientific league for the Arab and Islamic countries. I am 
advocating that plans be made for the essential stages, if we want to occupy among 
the nations the respectable position that we deserve in this field.” 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Salam spoke after that about modern developments in physics, especially 
with regard to the principal forms of energy and natural forces. This is the 
field that Dr ‘Abd-al-Salam has been working in for years. 


Before the last two decades physicists used to believe that energy had four basic 
forms: gravity, electro-magnetic energy and two kinds of nuclear energy identified 














as the weak form and the strong form. It is now self-evident that one of these 
forces is changed into another as is the case when the force of gravity is changed 
into an electrical force and electricity is generated from waterfalls. There is 
also the transformation of st: “xg nuclear energy produced inside the sun into 
electro-magnetic energy due to the heat of the sun’s rays. The fusion of electro- 
magnetic force and weak auclear force has been possible. 


Physicists are now entertaining the hope of proving that the strong nuclear energy 
form is also a part of this fusion. 


The ultimate target remains that of fusing together the force of gravity and the 
new electro-nuclear force. The essence of this process is that the force which 
causes the apple to fall or fixes the moon in its orbit--that is the force of 
gravity--is a manifestation of the same fusion which electrical force or nuclear 
force are considered a part of. 


Professor ‘Abd-al-Salam sums up the efforts of scientists, disregarding the bound- 
aries of time and place, in an attempt to link the past grandeur of Islam with 
the steady stream of contemporary life and the hope for a sunny future as he says: 


"Although this idea which was first suggested by Einstein may appear today to be 
mere fantasy, it is our hope that it will become an established truth. It may also 
require 50 years before it can be stated precisely and proven properly. I pray to 
God that a physicist from one of the Islamic countries will find a decisive solu- 
tion to this problem.” 


Between Science and Faith 


Then Professor ‘Abd-al-Salam combines this great hope with Islamic faith and says, 
"Our purpose in fusing the natural forces that are isolated on the surface is only 
part of our faith as physicists and part of my faith as a Muslim. I am grateful 
and thankful to God for honoring us by giving us opportunities to probe deeply 
into one of the manifestations of His creation. This favor is bestowed by God on 
whomever He wishes, and God's grace is great." 


Then he stated that in December 1979 when he spoke on behalf of physicists who had 
won the Nobel prize in response to the speech that was made by the King of Sweden 
during the dinner banquet that was held in Stockholm’s Great Celebration Hall, he 
had said: 


"The discovery of physics is a heritage in which all of humanity takes part. 
People in the East, in the West, in the North and in the South have contributed 
equally to this doscovery. God Almighty says in the Holy Koran: 


"*God's work is flawless. Turn up your eyes: can you detect a single flaw? Then 
look once more and yet again: your eyes will in the end grow dim and weary’ 
[al-Mulk: Verses 3-4]. God Almighty the truth. 


"This is exactly what we physicists believe. This is the faith we cherish and by 
whose light we are guided. The more we wish to probe, the more does our admira- 
tion and our happiness increase. And the love of inquiry—the love of more 
knowledge--grew in our hearts." 











Professor 'Abd-al-Salam reviews the history of science and George Sarton's 
opinion {on the subject] in his large five-volume work which divides the history 
of science into epochs each of which is half a century and associated with a 
principa] figure. The vigorous ages were those from 750 A.D. to 1100 A.D.--a 
period of 3 and one-half centuries. They were the ages of Jabir ibn Hayan, al- 
Khawarizmi, al-Razi, al-Mas‘udi, al-Farabi, al-Bayruni, Avicenna, Ibn al-Haytham 
and ‘Umar al-Khayyam. These are Arab, Turkish, Afghan and Persian men who belong 
to the Islamic nation. 


In Sarton's history of science western names do not show up for the first time 
until after 1100 A.D. This is apart from those that did show up in the Greek and 
Roman civilizations which for practical purposes were Mediterranean civiliz- 1s. 


After reviewing the decline that befell the Islamic world, Professor ‘Abd- -Salam 
called for a scientific awakening under the umbrella of Islam. He reviewed 
examples of the scientific progress plans in Japan, China and the Soviet Union 

and [referred to] the fact that the west was attracting Third World scientists. 
He proposed a "Nation of Science” plan inside Islamic and Arab countries. "This 
would be a system or organization which would have the necessary funding and the 
world’s guarantee for its own security and the security of its research. It would 
have intense immunity at least for the next 25 years. Those scientists would have 
nothing to do with internal or sectarian political disputes as was the case with 
the {slamic nation of science in the past. 


"This nation of science can make plans for the Islamic scientific revival and can 
interact with the world scientific movement. Isolation in science is a loss." 
Professor ‘Abd-al-Salam conluded his talk by making two appeals. The first one 
{was directed] to the scientists so they can work together to establish the 
nation of science, and the other was to the rulers to sponsor this project. 


Progress and Hope 


The discussion about the future was linked with hope. It was a discussion in 
which faith and science converged and determined a project about which more than 
one speaker made a comment. We are in fact suffering from the fact that 
scientific activity is affected by the shifting tides of domestic politics and 
we do need a scientific Arab and Islamic body that has immunity similar to that 
of the courts. [We need a body] that can establish the foundations of our 
scientific revival as we usher in the years of the 15th century of the Hegira 
calendar. 


A long stream of events that have been taking place in the Far East where I have 
been visiting recently went through my mind. 


In countries of the Far East that have a small population, such as Singapore with 
3.5 million persons, the people were able to persuade the companies of Japan, 
Western Europe and the United States to establish assembly plants in those coun- 
tries, and the names of Taiwan, Korea and Singapore began to conquer world markets. 

















At the same time Ja,an made intense efforts to upgrade its industries, especially 
its motor vehicles and electronics industries. These industries are now threaten- 
ing U.S. and European production on their own turf. Germans now refer to the 
Japanese as the “yvellow Prussians” as though they were the Germans of Asia. Joint 
Japanese and European companies and joint Japanese and U.S. companies began to 
emerge; these [joint ventures] are transferring Japanese technology to the West. 


The discussion [in Japan] now revolves around the conquest of European and U.S. 
industry by means of the robot. 


The Japanese revolutionized education radically for the purpose of making the 
greatest possible use of human abilities. This revolution in education depends 
primarily on superior training whose standards continue to improve. Computers 
perform secretarial tasks; robots stand in front of production machinery; innova- 
tion, training; new innovation; and new training in a continuous escalating move- 
ment. 





Then This Human Influx 


One can look at people's faces in a number of oil proudcing countries in the Arab 
world and see the large numbers of people from the nations of the Far East who 
are working in the various areas of life, and especially in the area of major 
construction. They come from a front that begins in Korea in the north and 
[extends] southward to Singapore. Sundry nations, religious and cultures are 
coming to terms with the land, the road, with construction, electronic devices 
and with automobiles. Technology is now a universal language which a worker can 
use anywhere on the surface of the earth. 


If [workers from the Far East] were to add to technology administrative organiza- 
tion, production speed and production precision, they would be able to conquer many 
of the markets of the world; and they have conquered many of then. 


In brief, we are now facing an influx of industry and humanity, even though Europe 
is facing an industrial influx only. 


In some quarters of the cities of the Gulf an Arab would feel separated from his 
native country. The people are not his people, and the language that is being 
spoken is not his language. People from the Far East are everywhere, and their 
products are filling the exhibition halls. 


Their success is indisputable; we face it with a determination to work and to pur- 
sue an uphill course regardless of the obstacles. 


This is an inescapable race which requires us to reconsider the investment of our 
capital and the preparation of our young people. 


One can draw a line from Mauritania in the farthest western point of the Arab 

world to the Gulf in the eastern part of the Arab world; one can continue walking 
to the shores of east Africa, visit the non-Arab Islamic world in Asia and try to 
look for the calm areas of production and technology which direct not all of their 








energies to production, but at least more than 50 percent of their energies to 

it; one can try to write in a list in front of one an account of the bilateral 

and regional struggles, the civil wars and their local and foreign resources; one 
can try--merely try--to consider the bloodshed, the destruction and the verbal 
war and to compare what is happening in the Arab and Islamic world with what is 
happening around one in any group of countries in the world one chooses. The con- 
clusion one comes to is evident: we are destroying ourselves, and the world 
around us is progressing and building. 


Maligned Islam 


In the midst of this we find ourselves not lacking in those who are trying to lay 
all or part of the blame on Islam. It is as though Islam were responsible for what 
is happening to the Islamic world. P 


Something of this nature took place in the Intellectual Creativity Symposiun. 


Some people spent their efforts “coming up with accusations against Islam." Some 
people went so far as to say that if we were free from all or part of Islam, we 
would be able to go foreward. 


Let us cite examples of these statements which are not new. Such statements have 
been made by a few orientalists and by those who profess to be Muslims. Among the 
statements they made was, “Islam advocates advancement to what is worse." 


How? 


They said so on the strength of a statement made by the Prophet, may God bless him 
and grant him salvation: 


"The most charitable among you are my contemporaries; they are followed by those 
who come after them and by those who come after those." 


The statement is authentic, and it is related by Muslim- and attributed to ‘Umran 
Ibn Hasin. 


Before I turn to an analysis of this statement, I would like to say that the point 
of the dialogue is not to suppress the other opinion. It is the right of every 
lecturer, commentator or writer to express his point of view. A dialogue is a 
cooperative effort. It is not like bees in a beehive that we come to symposiums, 
with all of us building unalterable and unchangeable hexagonal cells. We are not 
in a position to dictate an opinion or to accept an opinion without proof. 


May God have mercy on the soul of al-Kindi, Islam's philosopher, when he said, "We 
ought to be ashamed of preferring the truth and acquiring it, even if it were to 
cume from races that are remote from us and nations that oppose us. No one is 
more worthy of the truth than the truth seeker. The truth ought not to be dis- 
regarded or belittled by the one who speaks it or the one who brings it. No one's 
worth is diminished by the truth; the truth rather confers distinction on every- 
body." 








Perhaps the end of the age of the orthodox caliphs and the fact that power was 
transferred to the Umayyads may have increased people's sense of injustice and 
pessimism. We read something to that effect in the treatise of al-Jahiz, 
"al-Nabitah.” Al-Jahiz thinks that Islam went through a monotheistic period, 4 
period of dissolution, and then a period of godlessness. 


Al-Jahiz was a follower of the theological school, al-Mu'tazilah, which introduced 
speculative dogmatism into Islam, and he has ‘Abbasid inclinations. What he has 
in mind by the three stages are the age of the Prophet and the period of the 
orthodox caliphate until the death of ‘Uthman, which marks the beginning of the 
dissolution. Godlessness comes with the advent of the Umayyads.” 


Imam ‘Ali, may God honor him, resisted this dissolution, and the matter ended with 
his death and the demise of the crthodox caliphate. Abu Bakr al-Tartushi writes 
in "Saraj al-Muluk" [the Light of Kings] (540 Hegira-520 Hegira), "Today, the best 
of times is gone forever, and what remains is the worst. Death today is a boon 
for every Muslim." 


Among recent orientalists we read [accounts] about this by Massignon and Louis 
Gardet. A summary of this opinion was mentioned in the book by Dr Fahmi Jad‘an, 
"The Principles of Progress as Seen by Islamic Thinkers in the Modern Arab 

World” (Beirut, i979); and in the book, "Studies in Islam” (Dar al-Farabi, 1980). 
[The latter] has a study by Professor Mahmud Amin al-’Alim on the notion of time as 
perceived by Islamic thinkers. Appended to the study is a bibliography on the 
same subject. 


"The Most Charitable among You Are My Contemporaries” 
Let us mention the statement in full. 


"The most charitable among you are my contemporaries; they are followed by those 
who come after them and by those who come after those. After them will come 
people who profess to be Muslims but who will not die for Islam; people who betray 
and who cannot be trusted; people who make solemn pledges and do not fulfill them. 
It is in those that surfeit appears.” 


Let us begin by defining the notion of “qirn” [translated] “contemporaries.” 


In the Arabic language dictionary the term, "al-qirn al-ummah," [translated] 
"nation of contemporaries," comes after "al-—ummah” [translated] "nation." It's 
been said that a [qarn] lasts 10 years, and it’s been said that it lasts from 20 
to 100 years. The term, “al-qirn,” is derived from al-iqtiran. The dictionary’s 
editor quotes al-Azhari, whose importance to our subject is considerable, as saying, 
"What is recorded here, and God is all-knowing, is that the term, "al-qirn,” 
refers to the people of every period during which there was a prophet or a class 
of scientists, regardless of the number of years of that period. The evidence for 
this lies in the statement by the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, *The most charitable among you are my contemporaries’—he means my disci- 
ples; ‘they are followed by those who come after them’—-he means the followers— 
‘and then by those who come after those’—he means those who learned about Islam 
from the followers." 








If we are seeking a current term that is close to the notion conveyed by the 

term, "al-qirn™ in that statement, that term would be "generation." Not the whole 
generation, but only those who learned about the religion directly from the 
prophet and who formed with him the first comunity in al-Madinah. What is being 
referred to is a group of people who live together and whose actions are similar 
in a given period of time. 


In this light the notion of “al-qarn™ as a term denoting 100 years is refuted com- 
pletely, and so is the [notion of] population inclusiveness which divides the world 
of Islam in its entirety and keeps nothing but the faithful commmity of al- 
Madinah. 


Let us take another step so we can see the relationship between this statement 
which is attributed to the Prophet and legislation. Imam Ibn Taymiyah says in 
his study, “The Authenticity of the Faith of the People of al-Madinah” (Collection 
of Legal Opinions 20: 294-305): 


"Al-Madinah is the place to which the chosen prophet immigrated. Im it God set 
down for His Prophet the canons and laws of Islam. The faith of its people during 
the time of the disciples, the followers and their followers (3 centuries) is the 
soundest faith of all the people of Islamic cities in the East and the West in 
its principal and secondary tenets. These three ages are the ages of the three 
preferred generations which the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, was referring to when he said, ‘The most charitable among you are my con- 
temporaries.*" 


The criticism in the statement was directed at the qualities of dissemblers and 
at the affluence evident in the Prophet’s statement, "It is in those that surfeit 


appears." 


Ibn Taymiyah says, "None of the Muslim scholars concluded that the consensus of 
the people of any city justifed the fact that wha. they had agreed to was to be 
followed by people in another city either in those ages or the ages that followed 
them. The discussion is about their consensus in those preferred ages. After 
that the people agreed that the consensus of the people of a city was no justifi- 
cation.” He ended there. 


The questica for lbn Taymiyah in this statement is a legislative one. It is 
linked with a specific area in a distant time. This legislative perspective on 
the statement follows the linguistic one that has already been reviewed. 


Other Standards for Progress 


Other standards for progress become evident if we were to consider the following 
three statements py the Prophet. 


1. “Among my fears for you after my time is fear of the one who will show you 
the prosperity and splendor of the world. He will not bring goodness to you by 
evil. What causes things to grow also kills by surfeit or consumes [one]-—-"al- 
habat™ is surfeit of food which is a sensation of sickness from overeating, and 











“yalim” means approaches death. This wealth is like beautiful foliage. Anyone 
who takes what is rightfully bis and uses it rightfully is the best of helpers; 

and amyone who takes of this wealth without being rightfully entitled to it is like 
one who eats and is never satisfied. He will have witmesses to testify against 

him om the Dey of Sesurrection.” This is narrated by al-Bukhari and by Muslim 

who attributed it to Abu Sa*id al-Khadari. 


2. “What I wish is that the [land of the] Persiams and the Romans be conquered 
for you and that the world would flow to you. May you receive so much bread and 
so much meat that the same of God would not be gentioned over much of it.” 

[As published] This was narrated by al-Tabarani and attributed to "Abdallah ibn 
Yusr. 


3. “How are you faring if ome of you leaves with one suit of clothing and comes 
back in amother? How would you be faring if ome sheet were to be placed in his 
hands and another taken away? How would you be faring if you were to cover your 
homes as you do the Kaaba [in Mecca]? You are better off today than you were 
then.” This was narrated by al-Tirmidhi and attributed to "Ali. 


The three statements indicate growth in the following areas: the broadening of 
Islam's territory; the increase in general revenue and in per capita income; the 
availability of plan* and animal foods--and this is reflected in people's weight; 
and the spread of luxury in food, clothing and shelter. 


All or most of these factors are considered indications of a prosperous society. 
This is what all comtemporary societies are seeking. 


Let us ponder the statement about wealth that the Prophet made, may God bless 
him and grant him salvation: “Anyone who takes what is rightfully his and uses 
it rightfully is the best of helpers." The Prophet described wealth in terms of 
beautiful foliage. 


Does Islam Advocate Progress? 


What is important in the Prophetic Tradition is self-control in front of money, 
food and one’s craving for clothing, shelter end appearances. It is important that 
what one earns is earned legitimately and that ome spends it legitimately as well. 


Can we say that the area of the Islamic world in the age of the chosen prophet, 

may God bless him and grant him salvation, was more charitable than the area of 

the Islamic world after the conquests in "Umar’s age? Can we say that the area 

of the Islamic world in the age of the orthodox caliphs was more charitable than 
that in another age? 





Charity here is qualitative. It pertains to legislation once; to area one time; 
tc the number of Muslims one time; and to general income [another] time with a 
word of caution against the dangers of affluence. This is not absolute charity. 
TH it were that it would disown scientific and cultura. rrogress and the Islamic 
efforts that were made following the age of che prophets. 














What remains in people's hearts is a feeling of gratitude for the Prophet's genera- 
tion which had among its first responsibilities those tremendous responsibilities 

of spreading Islam. The hope still remains that there will be new horizons of 
"charity" in subsequent generations, and we see that in the meaning of the Prophet's 
statement, may God bless him and grant him salvation: 

"My people are like the rain. One does not know whether the goodness comes at the 
outset or in the end." This was narrated by al-Tirmidhi and attributed to Uns. 


This meaning used to rage in the hearts of the disciples, and the Prophet, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation speaks about it. Let us read together this 
dialogue that is narrated by Imam Ahmad in his account of Abu Jum'ah, one of the 
disciples: "We ate with the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, 
and Abu ‘saydah ibn al-Jarrah was with us. He said, 'O Messenger of God, is 
there one among us who is better than the rest? We all adopted Islam with you, 
and we all fought with you.’ He said, "Yes, those people who will come after you 
and who will believe in me even though they have not seen me.'" 


Charity here is caused by faith--despite the gap in time and place. The first 
Muslims have the charity of being the prophet's associates and of paving the way 
for all those who came after them. 


This is sufficient for discussing the matter of “progressing towards the worse" 

and analyzying the statement that “the most charitable among you are my contemporar- 
ies." From the perspective of one of the other statements by the Prophet progress 
can be made on many horizons for which we have to make an effort. "Their Lord 
answers them, saying: ‘I will deny nc man or woman among you the reward of their 
labors. You are the offspring of one another’ (The Imrans: 195). There were 

other questions that were discussed in the symposium. I hope there will be an 
opportunity in the future to consider them. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


"AFP REPORTS ARREST OF AFGHAN EXTREME LEFTISTS 
BK121611 Hong Kong AFP in English 1519 GMT 12 Aug 81 


[Text] Islamabad, 12 Aug (AFP)--Afghan authorities have arrested 275 people over 
the last two weeks in a crackdown aimed principally at extreme leftist elements, 
Western diplomats said here today. 


The start of the drive coincided with the return of Afghan President Babrak Karmal 
from a 5-week trip to the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, where he mixed official 
business with medical checkups. 


The diplomats said that Afghan security forces had made massive arrests of militants 
of the Maoist group Chalai-i-Jawi (eternal flame) including its leader Osman Landai. 


Official Afghan media also announced the execution of six prisoners who the diplo- 
mats say may have been extreme leftist militants already in custody when Moscow 
sent its troops into the country in December of 1979. 


Seventeen other people were sentenced to 1 to 16 years in prison last week, sources 
in Kabul reported. But they were unable to provide any details of the mass arrests 
in the Afghan capital. 


Meanwhile, diplomatic sources in Islamabad reported intense military activity north 
of Kabul,,mostly in the Parwan region. 


They said Afghan rebels have evacuated families from the Paghman area 20 km from the 
capital in anticipation of a government attack. But Afghan-Soviet troops appear to 
have moved further north, ignoring the Mujahedeen positions around Paghman for the 
moment . 


The government forces have pounded towns and villages in the provinces around Kabul 
with shellfire since Friday, presumably in reprisal for residents’ support of ‘‘e 
rebels, the diplomats said. 
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AFGHANISTAN 





PREDICAMENT OF SOVIET MILITARY INTERVENTION ANALYZED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Aug 81 pp 1, 5S 


[Review by Andre Fontaine of book "Rapport sur la resistance afghane" [Report on the 
Afghan Resistance] by Gerard Chaliand, Editions Berger-Levrault, 163 pages, ap- 
proximately 29.90 Fr.] 


|Text] On 27 December 1979, crossing for the first time sirce the Second World War 
the boundaries of the sphere of influence then recognized as belonging to the USSR, 
the Red Army invaded Afghanistan. Since then it has come 1p against a resistance 
the size and effectiveness of which are the cause in the West of the most contra- 
dictory news reports. Gerard Chaliand, who since 1964 has scarcely stopped criss- 
crossing guerrilla zones, from Vietnam to Colombia by way of the Near East and 
Africa, has twice gone to investigate on the spot on behalf of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies in London. 


With him the word "investigate" takes on all its true meaning. For, unlike so many 
others who in their "investigations" only seek confirmation of their Manichean 
biases, Chaliand forms his conclusions only after he has seen and understood. It is 
this that provides the exceptional interest of this "Rapport sur la resistance 
afghane,"' in which everything is said in 157 pages, not only about the resistance, 
but about Afghanistan and the invader's strategy. 


As the author reminds us, since the middle of the 19th century Afghanistan has been 

a “buffer state;" the Soviet intervention those broke up a de facto situation. This 
is enough to enable one to believe with him that it constitutes not only "a step in 
the slow erosion of the adversary positions every time circumstances lend them- 
selves to it," but also "the catalyst for the end of an epoch, the epoch of detente." 


The existence of the buffer state in question was the result of a compromise between 
two empires, the Czarist and the British, which were determined to have no contact 
at any point. It did not correspond to any geopolitical reality, each of the vari- 
ous ethnic groups living on both sides of the borders and the countries being cut 
down the middle by the high Indu-Kuch barrier. 


The main problem in this arid land has always been water. Because it had not been 
solved, the agrarian reform decided upon in 1978 by the Stalinists of the Khalq was 
doomed to failure. Conducted with clumsiness and brutality, it made no small con- 
tribution to the popular uprising. The socialist regime in Kabul would have been 
overthrown, there is no doubt about it, if the USSR had not come to its aid, getting 


ll 

















away to begin with, with liquidating its head, Hafizutlah Amin, Kabul's Pol Pot. 

And there is a Similarity between the: Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and the 
Vietnamese intervention in Kampuchea, and it is rather too bad that Chaliand did not 
show this. 


As in so many other circumstances, the law of entropy, as defined by Francois Jacob 
in "The Logic of the Living" as it concerns the molecule, fully applies here: '"'The 
change from order to disorder under the influence of a calculable chance." The mon- 
archical regime had put the fox in the chicken coop by giving the USSR a primary 
role in foreign trade, drawing up the five-year plan and training officers. After 
its fall in 1973, following a famine that was itself due to the drought, Prince 
Daoud, who had become president of the Republic, is first supported on the left and 
then seeks to get rid of it, going as far as to have some of its leaders arrested, 
at a time when the economic situation was again deteriorating. The result is the 
coup d'etat mounted by the communists--the "hard-line" communists of the Khalq and 
the more "moderate" communists of the Parcham, who were temporarily reconciled with 
each other. But the former quickly brought about the elimination of the latter, who 
will only return to power, with Babrak Karmal, in the wagons of the Soviet invader. 
Meanwhile Afghanistan will have experienced general insurrection and ferocious re- 
pression. 


Eighteen months after the invasion began, the Soviets are controlling, with no great 
difficulty, the cities and the large major highways. Their formidable armored heli- 
copters have played a part in depopulating the border regions, hundreds of thousands 
of peasants having fled to Pakistan. Thus there has been created, all around the 
country, a no man's land that is not easily crossed by the members of the under- 
ground. 


The social base from which the occupiers and the regime get their support is weak, 
despite indisputable social, economic and cultural efforts. But, although the re- 
Sistance is "massively supported" by the population, it is terribly broken up, and 
lacks nearly everything: masterminds, weapons, strategy, middle-level cadres. The 
losses being sustained by the invader are far less than the fantastic estimates that 
are periodically echoed by the dispatches, particularly those coming from Delhi, 
would lead us to believe. 


Taking into the feebleness of the Western reactions, the causes of which Chaliand 
analyzes with perspicacity, the USSR can estimate that it has time on its side and 
that one day it will succeed in making Afghanistan a new Mongolia: a protectorate 
closely integrated with its empire. The strategic advantage it draws from this is 
considerable here and now, to the extent that it is getting closer to the Gulf, and 
is "in an ideal position to exert an influence on the regional equilibrium of the 
forefront of Asia." 


Must we give up and let the inevitable happen? This is not Chaliand's opinion. The 
"reformist policy in the Third World,"' whose necessity he affirms, only has a chance, 
in his opinion, if ''the Soviet Union and its strategy are vigorously countered." 
Hence his conclusion that what is required if the Afghan resisters are not to be 
helped, is "a great deal of pusillanimity or more or less voluntary blindness." It 
is in the general interest that the boa [constrictor] not be able to believe it is 
assured, in any location whatsoever, of a tranquil digestion. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIETS BOMB OWN, AFGHAN TROOPS AT DEH BALA 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 26 Jul 81 p 3 


[Text] Russian bombers have killed about 60 Afghan militia at Deh Baala, 40 Km 
south of Jalalabad headquarter of Nangarhar province. These bombers had come 
for the protection of this very Afghan m.litia and Russian soldiers. According 
to the delayed reports received by the Agency Afghan Press, Russian and Afghan 
troops had camped at Deh Baala in the hills. At night Syea Mumeer Baacha Ulaswal 
(sub-divisional administrator) who had earlier crossed over tc the Mujahideen, 
along with some freedom-fighters, went for a survey of Russian troops position 
and reached near a tank. He peeped into the tank and found no soldier in it. 
He took out two Clashen Kov, four light machine-guns and bullets magazine from 
the tank. 


The next night, a group led by Muneer Baacha on one side, a group led by Farooq 
Jan on another side and the third group led by a religious leader, headed towards 
the Russian camps. Muneer Baacha, also a rocket launcher expert, attacked the 
same tank from which he had seized arms, Later, the tank was destroyed. Muneer 
Baacha then destroyed another tank. The sound and fury of firing awakened the 
Russian soldiers asleep in their barbed-wire protected tents. Ina huff, they 
started firing on all sides. But the Mujahideen, who already lay in wait did not 
allow the invaders to take positions and attacked them with their home-made guns 
and the weapons snatched from the Russians. The unnerved Russian soldiers took 
to their heels. On the other side, Farooq Jan had also destroyed one tank. In 
the morning, when the Mujahideen surveyed the Russian tents, they counted 35 dead 
bodies left behind by the fleeing soldiers. But at midday, the Russian planes 
bombed villages, reculting in the death of about 15 women, children and old men 
besides a large number of cattle. The village folk had taken refuge in a nearby 
fortress. 


On the third day, the Mujahideen attacked the same place where the Russians had 
camped again. Exchange of firing continued for the whole night. Russian planes 
bombed again at 10 a.m, the next day. This firing was far more intense. There 

was dust all around. The bombing gave rise to a blinding dust-storm in which the 
Russians and the Mujahideen could not see each other. But Russian planes continued 
indiscriminately. The Mujahideen, with great difficulty, took shelter at differ- 
ent places. In the morning, when they came out of their shelters, they saw 
Russian and Afghan soldiers’ bodies strewn all over the place. They were victims 
of the bombing of their own planes and stray dogs were feasting over their bodies. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


"BBC’ CORRESPONDENT ON AFGHANISTAN FIGHTING 
TA121533 London BBC World Service in English 1500 GMT 12 Aug 81 
[From "Radio Newsreel"] 


[Text] Reports continue to filter from Afghanistan of the Soviet Union difficul- 
ties in pacifying the Afghan resistance. Sources across the border in Pakistan 
speak of further Soviet military moves against the rebels and there are more indi- 
cations of the extent of territory said to be under guerrilla control. Reporting 
from Islamabad with the latest details, here is Alexander Thompson: 


[Begin recording] According to sources used by Western diplomats reprisals against 
guerrillas and guerrilla supporters north of Kabul are continuing. Yesterday and 
the day before, Soviet armored column was seen moving north of Kabul and there was 
speculation that the objective was the Panjshir Valley which remains under guerrilla 
control. Diplomats in Islamabad say the size of the column would indicate that a 
major military operation was underway. There has also been increased military 
activity in Kabul itself with more Soviet and government troops on the streets 
backed up by tanks and armoured cars. A diplomat here said it seems the army was 
put on the alert but it is not clear exactly why. In the past week firing heard 

on the outskirts of Kabul is reported to have increased. Assassinations in the 
capital have also continued. A few days ago the director of personnel in the 
Political Directorate of the Ministry of National Defense is said to have been 
killed as he was leaving his house in the suburbs. Other reports reaching Islamabad 
quote a particularly well placed source as saying that, to all intents and pur- 
poses, the government has lost control of the three northeastern provinces of 
Nangarhar, Laghman and Konar. It said they only have a certain hold on the three 
provincial capitals where the government's presence is largely symbolic. The 
day-to-day running of the area is firmly in the hands of the resistance. Mean- 
while, the government is continuing to have difficulties in recruiting men for its 
armed forces. They are said now to be concentrating on members of the ruling 
People's Democratic Party who belong to the Khalq faction. [End recording] 


CSO: 4600/127 














AFGHANISTAN 


"BBC' REPORTS INTENSE FIGHTING 
TA120640 London BBC World Service in English 0600 GMT 12 Aug 81 


[From "Radio Newsdesk"] 


[Text] More reports have been filtering through to Pakistan on clashes between 
the Soviet and Afghan Government troops on the one side and the Afghan rebels on 
the other. They speak of reprisal raids by the forces backing President Babrak 
Karmal against rebel positions in towns and villages near Kabul. Alexander Thom- 
son has been listening to the latest reports to reach Islamabad: 


[Begin Thomson recording] Resistance activity in the area around Kabul is reported 
to have been particularly intense over the past few weeks with attacks on the 
Salang highway, which links Kabul with the Soviet Union. According to reports, 

the Russians decided that guerrillas and guerrilla supporters in the area should be 
punished. Western diplomats say the reprisals began last Thursday with an attack 
on the town of (Kolatan), about 25 km north of the capital, by armored units sup- 
ported by helicopter gunships and MiG-21's. On Friday, the towns of (Siraye Kuaja) 
and Jabal os Saraj are said to have been hit and a number of houses in the two 
towns were destroyed by tanks and, according to reports, the tanks sent ploughed 

up orchards and wheat fields to deprive local guerrillas of their source of food 
and to punish their supporters. Casualties in the attacks are not specified, but 
they are reported to have been high. Reports seem to be backed up by eyewitnesses 
at Kabul airport, who say they saw a steady stream of helicopter gunships heading 
north during the period involved returning frequently to be rearmed. [End recording] 
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AFGHANISTAN 


*"BBC' REPORTS REBEL ACTIVITIES IN KABUL 
TA061548 London BBC World Service in English 1500 GMT 6 Aug 81 
[From "Radio Newsreel"] 


[Text] In the year and a half since Soviet troops moved into Afghanistan, there have 
been frequent reports of sustained resistance to their presence and the Afghan 
Government they are supporting. Attacks on Soviet troops and Afghan Government 
soldiers have been reported both from the provinces and the Afghan capital, Kabul. 
The Dutch journalist, Arnow van Lindon, has just spent 10 weeks inside Afghanistan 
with the Mojahedin guerrillas and his report indicates extensive resistance inside 
Kabul itself. Van Lindon has now crossed into Pakistan, from where he sent this 
account: 


[Begin Van Lindon recording] It has been on the third morning after my arrival in 
the Paghman region just north of the Afghan capital, Kabul, that I had woken to 
find the room filled hy what turned out to be officers of the Afghan regular army. 
It was a Friday, their day off, and dressed in civilian clothes they had made the 
10-mile journey to see the rebel commander, whom I was accompanying, and pledge 
their allegience to him and his cause. 


Almost immediately, they had offered to do what I had discounted as the impossible 
journalist's dream—-to take me into the capital, into the nerve center of Soviet 
control in Afghanistan and put me up there for a number of days. My instant 
enthusiasm had however faded as more than 4 weeks passed without the visit becoming 
a reality. Then, now 2 weeks ago, I was finally told that everything was in order. 
That night a group of eight Mojahedin took me to the house of one of the officers-- 
a captain--on the outskirts of the city: nervous 3-hour walk, in which we repeatedly 
had to dodge Russian units guarding various roads and paths leading into the capital. 
The next morning with a captain hardly recognizable in his dirt-green uniform and 
peaked cap and sitting in the back of an Afghan army jeep, I was driven into Kabul, 
stopping on the way only to pick up a full colonel also in on the plot. We drove 
right across to the spread-out city--a drive some 20 minutes. The officers were 
tense to say the least, but their presence and the fact that we were in an army 
vehicle meant we were waved straight through at three mixed Russian and Afghan 
checkpoints we encountered. The tension, which was matched by that of the civilians 
in whose house I spent the next 6 days, was understandable, for if at any moment 
anyone had guessed our real identity, these men would without a shadow of doubt 

been sentenced to death. The civilians with whom I sayed were all government offi- 
cials--men working at one or other of the ministries during the day that engaged in 
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what can only be described as urban guerrilla warfare during the evenings. Like 
their army counterparts, they were all members of one of the four major Afghan 
rebel parties, the [word indistinct] faction of Hezb-e Eslami, all under stringent 
orders from the commander in Paghman not to leave their posts to openly join the 
insurgents but rather to further weaken the Marxist regime from within. Although 
only allowed out on the streets in the comparative safety of the army chief, the 
visit did give me a clear view of antigovernment activity in the one place where 
it is considered to be almost impossible. Maximum secrecy and care are taken at 
all times, but I was shown significant arms caches mainly of small arms and primi- 
tive explosives, and told that most of the actions were done by two-man assassina- 
tion teams using pistols. How effective the groups are it is hard to say. Certainly 
there are confirmed reports of several assassinations of Communist Party members 
each week, but above all they give the Mojahedin a well organized and a widespread 
armed web of supporters within the apparatus of the government they are fighting 
against. 


Arnow van Lindon, BBC, on his return in Islamabad. [End recording] 


CSO: 4600/127 


17 








PLANS FOR AFGHAN MOBILE RADIO NETWORK REVEALED 
AU071534 Rome ANSA in English 1507 GMT 7 Aug 81 


[Excerpt] Rome, 7 Aug (ANSA)--A group of Italian and French intellectuals rounded 
out by Soviet dissidents are preparing to leave Rome to begin a mission of setting 
up a mobile radio network in the service of Afghan rebel forces battling the Soviet 
troops of occupation. 


The idea of a free radio network for the Afghan rebels originates with Henri Bernard 
Levy, one of the major figures among the new Friunch philosophers, and was enthus- 
iastically received by members of the human rights committee, one of whom is Renzo 
Rossellini, president of the Italian movie studio Gaumount Italia and managing 
director of Citta Futura. Citta Futura was one of the first privately-owned radio 
stations to begin broadcasting in Rome. 


Also Rossellini is getting ready to go to Afghanistan. 


He said here that he intends to make the trip "to set up the first transmitters 
and get into contact with the rebel forces. 


"We became aware that one of the first effects of the Soviet military invasion," 
of December 1979, "was the takeover of the information media. The only source is 
Soviet military information, which is devious, and has the single goal of dissemi- 
nating propaganda,” he said. 


"The blocks outside connections and information on what is happening in the country. 
That is, every force fighting in a valley in the patriotic struggle thirks it ie 
the only rebel force and is unaware that there is another fight in the next valley, 
that there is an insurrection,” the young filmmaker, son of late Italian director 
Roberto Rossellini, said. 


Rossellini confidently predicted that, "Afghanistan Free Radio will be a reality 
with a month." 
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TENSION ‘RISING’ BETWEEN SOVIET, AFGHAN TROOPS 
BKO51240 Hong Kong AFP in English 1213 GMT 5 Aug 81 


[Text] Islamabad, 5 Aug (AFP)--Tension and bad feeling is rising between Soviet and 
Afghan troops fighting the Muslim resistance in Afghanistan, Western diplomats 
(There) said today. 


Quoting reliable sources in Kabul, diplomats said that the chief of an Afghan army 
unit posted near the Pakistani border in Konarha Province recently went to the 
capital to complain to his seniors about an uncooperative attitude shown by the 
Soviet command. 


Relations worsened during the Soviet-Afghan operation launched three weeks ago 
with the aim of winning back areas s@ized from the Afghan army by insurgents over 
previous months, the sources said. 


A Soviet unit which confronted rebel forces was granted Soviet air back-up but the 
same aid was refused to Afghan Government troops, who consequently suffered heavy 
losses, the sources said. 


Another diplomatic source in Islamabad last week reported the "loss" in Konarha of 
two Afghan battalions, but was unable to establish the circumstances. 


The malaise within the Afghan army had reached the Puli Sharki Military Academy 
in Kabul, diplomats said. 


Some cadets were boycotting courses at the academy since 70 comrades were killed 
on July 14 when cadets were placed in the front line of a major offensive in the 


rebel-held Paghman region, diplomats said. 


At the time, 200 cadets were said by diplomats here to have deserted and relatives 
of the victims invaded the military hospital to protest that "inexperienced youths 
were sent to their deaths”. 


Some of those still attending courses given by Soviet instructors could be "crypto- 
Muhajideen" learning military techniques before joining the resistance, according to 
one source described by the diplomats as excellent. 


The situation in Kabul was reported calmer than usual over the past week because 
of ceremonies marking the end of the Islamic fasting period. 
CSO: 4600/127 
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REBELS REPORTEDLY CONTROL PANJSHIR VALLEY 
TA030719 London BBC World Service in English 0600 GMT 3 Aug 81 
[From radio newsdesk] 


[Text] Two French doctors who have been working in Afghanistan say one of the rebel 
groups opposing the government has complete control in the Panjshir Valley region 
about 40 miles north of Kabul. They said the rebels, members of the Jami'at-e 
Eslami, are making frequent attacks on Soviet troops. The doctors have now returned 
to Peshawar in Pakistan, from where Alexander Thomson sent this report: 


[Begin Thomson recording] The doctors, who are members of the Paris-based "Aide 
Medicale Internationale,” went to the Panjshir Valley with a mule train carrying 
medical supplies some 2 months ago. They say the Jami'at-e Eslami is fully en- 
trenched and supported by virtually the entire population of the valley. They 

run military, educational and Islamic training centers and the French doctors were 
able to establish a hospital in the Mojahedin stronghold. There had been no doctors 
in the area for some 3 years and they had to train medical assistants from among 
the Mojahedin. They said that the Jami‘at-e Eslami organized almost daily attacks 
against Soviet forces using trained guerrillas augmented by armed villagers. Their 
arms range from World War II Enfield rifles to rocket-launchers, bazookas and ma- 
chine guns. They seldom seem short of ammunition or supplies. Much of these came 
from Soviet convoys, which had been ambushed and destroyed. The doctors said that 
during their stay, the Russians launched two major attacks at the mouth of the 
Panjshir Valley, but they were unable to penetrate Mojahedin-held territory. [end 
recording] 
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KARMAL REPORTEDLY CEDES WAKHAM PROVINCE TO USSR 


Karachi DAWN in English 27 Jul 81 p 1 





[Text] 
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CUBAN AMBASSADOR ARRIVAL—Kabul, 10 Aug (BAKHTAR)—-Manuel Pinadu Kazanova, the 
newly appointed ambassador of Cuba in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan arrived 
here for his new post today. He was received at the Kabul international airport by 
deputy for protocol department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and members of the Cuban 
Embassy in Kabul. [Text] [LD120420 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 G¥T 11 Aug $1] 





USSR TAKES OVER N.E. SALIENT--Srinagar-—-Soviet troops have completely taken over 

the wild and mountainous Wakham salient of northeastern Afghanistan bordered by 

the Soviet Union in the north, by Xinjiang China, in the east, and by the Gilgit 
area of Pakistani Kashmir in the south, according to reports reaching Srinagar. This 
follows an agreement between Moscow and Kabul transferring the salient, which is 10 
to 25 miles wide, to the Soviet Union. Inhabitants of the Wakham salient are re- 
ported to have been sent into the interior of Pakistan. The area has apparently been 
turned into amilitary encampment with a string of emergency air-landing bases, 
Soviet troops and armour. The Afghan-Pakistani border is reported to have been 
sealed with mainly Russian-officered cantonments now being established all along it. 
China has strongly protested against the Wakhan take-over. [Text] [1D101450 London 
THE DAILY TTUEGRAPH in English 10 Aug 81 p 4] 


PHOSPHATE FERTILIZER—-An agreement was concluded here today for the purchase of 
20,000 tons of phosphate fertilizers between the Afghan Fertilizer Company and 
"Solyzpromexport™ of the Soviet Union. On the basis of this agreement, the delivery 
of this triple super phosphate fertilizer will be completed in the third and fourth 
quarters of the current year. [Text] [LD130342 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 


13 Aug 81] 
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CAPABILITIES OF PRESIDENT RAJA'I EVALUATED 


London 8 DAYS in English 1 Aug 81 pp 2-3 


[Article by Tim McGirk] 


[Text] 


THERE WAS never any question that 
fundamentalist Premier Mohammed Ali 
Rajai would become Iran’s next president. 
Just before last Friday’s general elections, 
marred by assassination attempts on the 
clergy and a wave of bombings throughout 
the country, all three other candidates 
announced that they would cast their ballot 
for Rajai. Soon 12.6m Iranians — more 
than 90 per cent of the voters — followed 
Suit, sweeping the one-time country school 
teacher into the highest elected office of the 
land. 

Rajai steps up to replace ex-President 
Abol Hassan Bani Sadr, who was 
impeached six weeks ago for being 
politically ‘incompetent’ and driven into 
hiding with the Kurdish rebels. The 
fundamentalists, through their poliucal 
apparatus, the Islamic Republican Party, 
now control the Majlis and the legislative, 
judicial and executive branches of the 
government, even though a bomb explosion 
at their Tehran party headquarters last June 
killed off 74 leading IRP members. 

Although Rajai’s victory was never in 
doubt, the actual voting count was 
surprisingly high. The centrist party of 
former Premier Mehdi Bazargan, along 
with several senior ayatollahs who deplore 
the violent reign of the fundamentalist 
government, urged followers to boycott the 
elections. In a message smuggled down 
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from his hideout in the Kurdish mountains 
and circulated widely throughout Tehran, 
Tabriz, Ashad and Isfahan, Bani Sadr 
condemned the elections, as ‘nothing but 
the continuation of a regime of terror, 
suffocation and killings. It has no-prospects 
other than civil war.’ 

The Revolutionary Prosecutor's warning 
that anyone caught disrupting the election 
would be ‘corrupt on earth’ — a Quranic 
charge that carries the death penalty — 
failed to deter election day terrorism. 
Islamic-marxist guerrillas of the 
Mujaheddin killed 11 Revolutionary 
Guards stationed around Tehran’s many 
polling booths. In Gilan province, two 
gunmen on a motorcycle pulled up to the 
governor-general’s limousine and fired, 
wounding both the top provincial official 
and his bodyguard. 

The fundamentalist authorities have 
executed more than 200 opponents in a 
government crackdown that has been going 
on since Bani Sadr was ousted. During the 

Friday elections, another 120 people were 
arrested in Tehran alone. Most of them are 
suspected Mujaheddin guerrillas, whose 
leader, Masoud Pajavi, has set up a 
‘National Council of Resistance’ allied with 
the fugitive ex-President Bani Sadr. 

In addition, at least 50 top Iranian 

military officers who served under the Shah 








have set up headquarters in northeast 
Turkey, not far from the Iranian border. 
The pro-monarchists led by the former 
chief of staff, General Bahram Aryana, are 
reported to be fighting for the return to 
power of the Shah’s son, Mohammed Reza, 
and aim to organise a series of armed 
uprisings against the fundamentalist 
government. It is doubtful whether the 
exiles command much following inside Iran 
today. Their opposition could only be 
effective, say observers, if they were to link 
up with Bani Sadr and the Mujaheddin. 
This possibility is remote. 

Even within the fundamentalist pasty, 
not all clergymen and their ideas are cut 
from the same mullah’s cloth. Known more 
for his devotion — Rajai often boasts that 
he has never read a book written by a 
non-Muslim — than for his administrative 
skill, the new president faces the difficult 
task of uniting the radical, pro-Moscow, 
wing of the IRP with the moderates who are 
pushing for a gradual increase in trade with 
the West. 
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NEW CENTRAL BANK CHIEF EXPLAINS HIS POSITION 


London 8 DAYS in English 1 Aug 81 pp 38-39 


[Text] 


CSO 


MOHSEN NOURBAKSH, the new 
governor of Iran’s central bank, looks more 
like an earnest young technocrat than a 
member of the fundamentalist camp that 
dominates Iranian political life. Yet his 
revolutionary credentials must have been 
impeccable for him to take over what is 
arguably the most important single 
institution dealing with the economy. He 
replaced Alireza Nobari, who was 


appointed by Abol Hassan Bani Sadr, the - 


former president. 

Born in Tsfahan, a city , whose 
businessmen and traders are legendary in 
Iran, Nourbaksh, at 33, is probably the 
youngest central banker in the world. He is 
a professional economist having studied 
first at Tehran University, and then in the 
US, where he gained his doctorate. The new 


governor is credited with research work on © 


Islamic economics, inflation and the 
problems of unemployment. 

‘I am not an out-and-out monetarist,’ he 
says. ‘Money has its role, but it does not rule 
in the economy of a Third World country 
such as Iran.’ 

Nourbaksh said he could not give an 
exact figure for Iran's current oil exports, 
claiming that it varied from week to week, 
‘sometimes 700,000 b/d and sometimes 
over Im b/d. He was confident, however, 
that the target on which the budget is 
computed — an average of just above 1.3m 
b/d for this present year — would be met. 

He believed there will be a general 
improvement in the oil market later in the 
year and that production cuts by the oil 
exporting countries will help ‘normalise the 
market.’ He was adamant that Iran would 
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not cut prices to attract new customers as 
other producers have done. 

Nourbaksh said that Iran’s foreign 
exchange reserves had risen above $4bn but 
he would not say by how much. Some 
$1.5bn from the US Federal Reserve will be 
added to this figure ‘within this week.’ 

Looking to the future, the governor 
agreed that one effect of reducing the 


money supply would be further to cut 
private sector activity. This would not, 
however, put up the rate of unemployment 
for there would be a compensating increase 
in state economic activity, he claimed. ‘Our 
economic policy is in the direction of giving 
government the major role in the economy,’ 
he said. The governor denied that any plans 
existed for a major devaluation of the 
currency. 

Inflation, along with unemployment were 
two major concerns for the central bank, 
said Nourbaksh. Limiting the money supply 
was aimed at remedying the first of these. 
For the past two months, inflation has been 
rising at the rate of 2 per cent a month, and 
he said that a figure of some 30 per cent for 
the current year was being predicted. 

@Six leading West German 
pharmaceutical companies, including 
Hédechst and Bayer the world’s biggest 
drugs groups, are seeking compensation 
totalling DM 100m ($41m) from the 
Iranian government, which last year 
nationalised their local subsidiaries. 

The companies and the West German 
Pharmaceuticals Industry Federation are 
now seeking help from Bonn in negotiating 
compensation. 























VOLVO CONSIDERING NEW OPERATION IN IRAN 
London 8 DAYS in English 1 Aug 81 p 38 


(Text ] 


VOLVO may be about to resume 
operations in Iran, according to a report in 
the Stockholm daily, Svenska Dagbladet. 
Quoting Tehran sources, the paper said that 
the Swedish bus, truck and car company was 
negotiating with the National Iranian 
Industrial Organisation (NIIQO) to renew its 
contract — broken off when the Shah was 
deposed — with the state-owned Zamyad 
Company, formerly an assembler of Volvo 
light trucks and Japanese Nissan pick-ups. 

While the company has refused to 
comment on the newspaper report, a Volvo 
International spokesman told 8 Days: 
‘There have been contacts with Iran since 
1978 because we do have interests to watch 
there.’ 

According to the newspaper, Volvo 
personnei have inspected Zamyad’s factory 
to assess the feasibility of a fresh start-up. 
Another company with similar aims in Iran 
is Talbot of the UK. 

However, a Volvo manager visiting 
Tehran told Svenska Dagbladet that his 
team — allegedly the fourth to visit Iran 
since the revolution — was not there to talk 
about a contract, but to make ‘technical 
controls’ and see how intact the factory was. 
He added that any decision on eventual 
talks would be taken by Volvo International 
in Gothenburg. 
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Zamyad started assembling Volvo trucks 
in 1971. From 260 in the first year, output 
peaked at 1,800 in 1976. In the last year of 
operations, 1978, it tovched 1,540. 
Multinational Volvo’s lastest annual report 
shows that the Swedish group still has a 30 
per cent stake in Dorman Diesel iran, and 
an 8 per cent holding in the Rena Industrial 
Group Investment Company of Tehran. 
These are the only Middle East names on its 
list of manufacturing companies, 
subsidiaries and associated companies. Iran 
is not covered by the almost ubiquitous 
Volvo sales companies, and no longer 
appears in the table of direct exports from 
Volvo’s Swedish factories. 

Iran grew more than any other Swedish 
export market in 1980, with a 173 per cent 
leap over the previous year. The figure 
primarily reflects the volatile state of Iran: 
Sweden’s exports to the country, around 
$202m in 1978, plummeted to $58m in 
1979. Last year’s figure, approaching 
$160m, represented only 0.6 per cent of 
total export revenue. 

In the last three years Iran has been 
successively 19th, 44th and 24th in 
Sweden’s export tabie, in marked contrast 
with the stability of the leading Middle East 
outlet, Saudi Arabia, which was 14th, 12th 
and again 12th. 
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CRISES DEPLORED BY MUSLIM WEEKLY 


Draconian Methods 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 30 Jul 81 p 6 


(Text] 
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Plight of Mujahedin 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 30 Jul 81 pp 15, 16 


{Article by Suroosh Irfani: 


[Text] 


the nation. The Islamic judge who 
sentenced them—Ayatullah Muham- 
madi Gilani—did not ever know. who 
they were. The twelve girls, the oldest 


replied ‘Mujahid’. To the question 
‘child of?’ each replied ‘the people.of 
problem of 
identifying the girls by having | 

. consigned 


ani defended the trials and executions 
of the girls. “‘By the Islamic canon,” 
he said, “ a nine-year old girl is ma- 
ture. Su there is no difference for us 
between a nine-year-old girl and a 
40 year-old man.” 
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"Slaying the Blossoms of the Revolution"] 


The above account, describing the 
execution of 12 female members of 


the Mujahideen-iKhalq, the 
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the social conditions for unfolding 
man’s spiritual side will not arise. Only 
in a classless society based on Divine 
Unity would mankind attain its miss- 
ion of divine vicegerency . 
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Child of the people 


These documents, published by the 
Mujahideen in 1979, reveal that the 


executed had answered the questions 


twelve Mujahideen who were recently 
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PRO-KHOMEYNI FOUNDATION SET UP IN INDIA 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 3 Aug 81 p 3 
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[Letter from N.V.M. Fasalullah] 


[Text] 
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ISRAEL 


SOCIOECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF ARAB COMMUNITY DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 Jul 81 p 10 


[Article by ‘Atallah Mansur: "The Hardships of the Arab Citizen; Limited Professional 
Training; Conservatism Preventing Women from Working; Large Families Depending on One 
Breadearner; Aforementioned Problems Placing Arabs at Bottom of Economic Ladder; 

Gap in Social Services Offered by Authorities to Jewish and Arab Communities"/ 


[Text] Israel's Arab citizens are hardly represented in the top 30 percent of Israeli 
households in terms of their net income per family. Yet, they count for three times 
as many in the bottom 10 percent and two times in the next 10 percent. Their ratio 
begins to fall--in proportion to their number in the population in the 60-70 bracket, 
and in the 70-80 only one-tenth. The data is not taken from hostile sources. The 
figures appear in the 1979 Israel Statistics Annual. Other figures: more than one- 
third of Israeli Arabs suffered in 1978 from severe housing problems. Compared to 
0.5 percent Jews living four or more in one room, the rate among Arabs is 18.2 per- 
cent, wnile 1.7 percent Jews live three in one room compared to 18.9 percent Arabs. 


There are undoubtedly many reasons for the hardships of Ara=s in Israel. Some are 
objective. For instance, limited education and professional training, which make 

it hard for the single bread earner to support a family. The size of the Arab 

family adds to the problem—-in 1978 the birth rate for Jewish women was (percent) 
2.8, Christian was 3, Muslim was 6.3, and Druse was 6.9. In other words, the average 
Arab had to support a twice as large family, often as a single supporter, making 

less money, and working in a less advanced economy. 


In order to clarify the issue of the provider and his dependents, the research de- 
partment of the Labor and Welfare Ministry has published a detailed pamphlet on urban 
areas, Jewish and Arab. The pamphlet, titled "Social Profile of Communities in 
Israel," points out that the number of workers and dependents is nearly equal. 
Potential workers are people between the ages of 19 and 65. The ratio between de- 
pendents and providers in 1973 was 1 to 0.92. Im Nazareth, for example, 1.33 depend 
on each working person. In Um al Fahm the ratio is two to one. In Kafr Manda it 
reaches a record 1:2.39. Add to this the absence of industry and real employment in 
Arab communities, besides the limitations of conservatism and the need to raise 
children which prevent Arab women from working, and the picture becomes quite grim——- 
the Arabs are at the bottom of the economic ladder in Israel, and they seem to have 
little change to advance all by themselves, even if they enjoyed equal opportunity 
in employment and professional advancement, which is not the case (I do not know 
anyone who seriously maintains that the government treats all citizens as equals). 
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No Equality 


This is not to say that there has not been progress made in the Arab community, both 
economically and culturally. Anyone who visits an Arab village can see that a con- 
siderable change has taken place since the Sixties. Communal and public services 
has improved immeasurably. But the gap between the Arab community and the general 
community has not been narrowed. Government services are not provided equally. 


In Araba, for example, there is one-half social worker per 8,000 inhabitants, while 
in Yeruham there are nine. In Kafr Kana there is one social worker per 7,000 people, 
while in Migdal Ha'emeq 22.5 social workers serve 13,000 inhabitants. The greatest 
injustice seems to be committed against families with many children. Those children 
constitute more than 40 percent of the children in Israel (three or more children 
per family), and they number more than 200,000. Of those, 190,000 children were 
born in families without veterans, and so they are punished by the authorities. 

They do not receive any national insurance. 


This “fine” reached last year 360 million shekels which were withheld from those 
large families (according to the law in effect until this month). It should be 
pointed out there are one and one-half million children in Israel. Of those, one 
million is treated as equals by the National Insurance Institute, since they are the 
first and second born in their families. The ones who are discriminated against are 
the other one-half million, who are third (or more) born. In this group the number 
of Arab children is 40 percent. After allowing for the Druse families, a large por- 
tion of the Bedouins, policemen’s families, and Arab families with one son who en- 
listed in the army, there are still 190,000 children who are discriminated against. 


To Strengthen Welfare Services 


In short, not only objective factors make things hard for the Arab citizens. Also 
prejudices and suspicions due to security make things difficult. The change process 
is accc lerating and needs the improving of welfare services, to prevent abnormal 
phenowena, the study of the research department of the Labor and Welfare Ministry 
points out. The study was conducted by the Sociological Service company in Ramat 
Gan. The authors of the study interviewed people in various communities, both 
prominent citizens and those on welfare. They classified Arab communities as the 
"small homogeneous" ones, where traditional local institutions take care of the 
elderly and the needy, and where there is no need for government services. In middle 
size villages, on the other hand, like M'ilia and Daliyat el Karmil, the family 
structure has weakened and a greater need for welfare services has arisen. 


In Arab cities like Nazareth or Acre, as well as in the large village of Um al Fahm 
the urbanization process is quite advanced. The process of the young leaving their 
families and the community control has begun to show its effect. 


The method of research and the sampling of interviewees raise questions. Why did 
they interview in one place welfare recipients, and in another a random sampling of 
voters? Yet the findings reveal the growing complexity of the problems, which 
threaten the relative calm in Arab villages. The crime rate in Nazareth, for 
example, was 37 for every 1,000 residents only in 1978. In Nazerat ‘Illit it was 50, 
and in Migdal Ha’emeq 110. In ‘Afula and Tiberias the annual rate of crime was twice 
as high as Nazareth (in Um al Fahm, Taiyiba and Tira, on the other hand, the rate 
was only 15 per thousand). 
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Yet the study authors warn that the weakening of the social structure in places iike 
Acre is beginning to result in the smoking of hashish, runaway adolescents, and crime. 
Even in Um al Fahm there are signs of trouble. Im Nazareth, the study points out, the 
society is healthier. This, according to the study, is due to a more solid social 
structure than in Acre, where most of the residents are refugees from the slums of 
Haifa. The Arabs of Acre are suffering from a negative balance of immigration, since 
affluent residents move elsewhere. 


But even in “healthy” Nazareth there are signs of weakness, which call for the ex- 
pansion of social services. 
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ISRAEL 


SINAI FORCE AGREEMENT PRAISED 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 13 Jul 81 p 5 
[Article by Moshe Zaq: "Sinai Agreement" ] 


[Text] The Knesset in Jerusalem, the Congress in Washington, and the People's 
Assembly in Cairo will be called upon soon to ratify the agreement on the establish- 
ment of a multi-national force in the Sinai. The agreement will be initialed this 
week by representatives of Israel, Egypt, and the U.S. 


The government yesterday heard a report on the agreement from the prime minister. 

As long as it looked like there were differences of opinion among Israel, Egypt and 
the U.S., the differences were played up in Israel. But as soon as the agreement 
was reached no one is interested in the agreement any longer, despite the fact that 
it marks a turning point in the history of the Middle East: A fully equipped U.S. 
military force will be stationed in the Sinai and will be directly involved in keep- 
ing the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt. This is a major breakthrough from an 
American standpoint, in addition to the American warning stations established in the 
Sinai in 1975. 


The Egyptians, who conducted joint military maneuvers with American forces, and who 
are willing to render unlimited services to the American Armed Forces so they can 
"defend Arab countries when the need arises," were very concerned about the deploy- 
ment of American forces in the Sinai, lest it might be construed that the American 
forces are taking the place of the ID? in the Sinai. The Egyptians were willing to 
give the Americans bases west of the Suez Canal and the Red Sea, like the base at 

Ras Banas. But they were afraid of what other Arab states might say if they allowed 
the U.S. to use the bases and the air fields in the Sinai. The unnecessary statements 
in Israel about turning the Etzion air field over to the U.S. for its strategic needs 
made things harder for Egypt and did not help the negotiations. 3 


The American mediators tried to present the Israeli-Egyptian discussion as a bargain- 
ing over the size of the international force--and so it was presented in the Israeli 
media. But when Israeli representatives started direct negotiations with Egypt on 
this subject, it became clear that the Egyptian reluctance was not over the size of 
the force but rather the reactions of other Arab states to the placing of a large 
American force in the Sinai. 
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There was a need for a great deal of patience and diplomatic savvy in order to over- 


come the Egyptian ~e’::cance as well as the American reluctance over direct military 
involvement in the Sirai. =:.> agreement which will be initialed this week will bear 
witmess to the fact that . —- difficulties have been overcome, and will make the 


American commitment to keep the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt a practical 
reality. 


One of the difficulties of reaching an Israeli-Egyptian agreement for establishing 
a multi-national force was a result of the growing pains of the Camp David negotia- 
tions--in the old drafts dating back to the Fifties and Sixties regarding peace 
accords which were found in the files of the Israeli Foreign Ministry, a place was 
accorded to the UN for keeping the peace. 


Despite the fact that the UN in its present hostile composition has opposed direct 
Israeli-Arab negotiations, the UN clause remained in the Camp David accords, regard- 
ing a UN force which would guard the buffer zones in the Sinai. The Soviet threat 
to veto the decision to establish a multi-national force in the Sinai when this de- 
cision came up at the Security Council spared us this problem, and made it possible 
to establish a multi-national force without the UN. Yet the Americans and the 
Egyptians, each for their own reasons, tried to include a section in the agreement 
which would revert back to a UN force. That is, when the UN agreed to it, it would 
be possible to turn the authority over the multi-national force to the UN. 


Israel could not object to this on principle, but made a condition: only when the 
UN accepts the Camp David accords will it become the peacekeeper in the Sinai. 


The bargaining between us and Egypt and the U.S. went on for weeks. The Americans 
offered a compromise, namely, that the agreement will state that it will be contin- 
gent upon the UN approving the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt, yet Israel 
insisted that it should state explicitly that the UN has to approve the Camp David 
accords. 


The debate went on without publécity, until the saving formula was found. The UN 
will not be mentioned at all. Instead, it will state that the two parties agree 
that the powers of the multi-national force can be transferred to another force. 


It may appear to be a matter of semantics, but there is a lesson to be learned from 
this debate and this agreement: diplomatic negotiations should be conducted without 
publicity concerning every detail, and, furthermore, when Israel knows what it wants 
and what is the limit of its concessions, it can withstand joint American-Egyptian 
pressures. 


These lessons should be applied to the forthcoming negotiations on autonomy. 
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ISRAEL 


POSITIONS OF ALIGNMENT KNESSET MEMBERS ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 3 Jul 81 p 21 
[Article by Moshe Mazels] 


[Text] Eighteen hawks, 17 doves and 13 dove-hawks in the 
Alignment faction. 


What is changed, they ask in the new Alignment faction that was elected this week 
to the tenth Knesset? The supposition is that the 25 "new faces" in the faction 
will give it a more hawkish coloration and therefore a different tone will be 
heard in the future from what has been heard in the past. 


The Labor party platform clings to the principle of territorial compromise, 
negotiations with the inhabitants of Judea and Samaria, and the cessation of 
settlement in areas crowded with an Arab population such as Samaria, but there is 
no doubt that the faction's line on these questions in the future will be harder. 
The traditional conflict between the divisions of "hawk" and "dove" will continue 
and there will be a need to find concensus and compromise. 


An “ornithological” breakdown of the composition of the faction shows 19 hawks, 

17 doves and 13 "dove-hawks" like Shimon Peres, Yitzhaq Rabin, Haim Barlev, Mordekai 
Gur and others. The “hawk" group is more diverse. One can find in it the three 
moshav people Aryeh Nehemkin, Yehezq'el Zak'ai and Na‘im Ra’anan, kibbutz people 
like Dani Rozolin and Ya'aqov Tzur, two representatives of the “weaker sex" 

Shoshana Arbeli-Almozlino and Tamar ‘Eshel, as well as ‘Eliahu Shpeiser, Gad 
Ya'aqov, Shlomo Hillel, etc. In the "dove" group we find seven Mapam people, Abba 
Eban, Naftali Blumental, Yeruham Meshel, ‘Uzi Bar‘am, Rabbi Menahem Hacohen, 

Yosi Sarid and Michael Harish. Also included in it are two Arabs, Muhamad Watad 

and Hamad Hal'ilah, and one woman--‘Orah Namir. 


In the new 49-member faction, which approaches that which was elected in 1973 (51 
members) a number of changes have occurred: there are 20 representatives of dis- 
tricts, 12 representatives of the oriental communities, 6 female members, 5 
kibbutz members, 3 moshav members, and, for the first time, 2 Arabs. The weight 
of the districts in conspicuous this time, in contrast to the central list, which 
finds expression the “new faces" from the local scene like the secretary of the 
workers’ council of Beersheba ‘Uri Svag, the secretary of the workers’ council of 
Mazkeret Batyah Rafi Svisa, the mayor of Safed Aharon Nahmi'as and the repre- 
sentatives of Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, Dov ben Me'’ir, Michael bar Zohar and Ya'aqov 
Gil. 
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Strengthening of the Districts 


The strengthening of the districts at the expense of earlier factions reflected a 
shift to territorial representatives in place of some of the stars of the central 
list, which is determined by the organizing committee. The absence of repre- 
sentatives of the younger generation is conspicuous (the secretary of the young 
guard Haim Ramon appears only in the 50th place on the Alignment list) as is that 
of the heads of professional and academic federations. There is a kind of 
perversity in this absence in view uf the great backing that the Alignment enjoyed 
in the election campaign from academics, the younger generation and the profes- 
sional federations. 


The "dove" faction of the party will receive additional strengthening this time 
from the seven Mapam representatives with the "new faces" Victor Shemtov, Ya‘ir 
Tzeven (a Maki man, from the former party of Moshe Sneh and Shelli), ‘El’ azar 
Granot and Muhamad Watad. This composition is likely to intensify the political 
and settlement debate between the representatives of the labor party and Mapam on 
political questions in the Knesset. 


This time the Alignment faction will face maximal polarization. If it should be 
decreed to remain in the opposition, it would be the Knesset's strongest opposi- 
tion faction ever. In its struggle against an opposition with a very compressed 
majority, it will require precisely maximal unity and the ability to overcome 
centrifugal tendencies on social, economic and political questions. 


The new faction will lack members with parliamentary experience from the ninth 
Knesset like Esther Harlitz, Me’ir ‘Amit, Dov Golomb and Ze‘ev Katz, and in 
particular the chairman of the Mapam bloc in the past Knesset Heike Grosman, who 
preferred this time not to be included on the list of candidates for the Knesset 
and to be chosen as a candidate for minister in an Alignment government--something 
which now seems dubious. 


Invigorating the list 


When the revolution occurred in the public mind towards the election and the 
Likud rose in the polls until it was even with the Alignment and even surpassed 
it, they said in the labor party that one of the reasons for this unexpected 
phenomenon was the party's unsuccessful list of Knesset candidates. There were 
those who claimed that it lacked sufficient attractive innovations, especially 
among the first ten; there were those that spoke against the placing of Shoshana 
Arbeli-'Almozlino in second place on the list after Shim'on Peres and thundered 
about too little imwigoration. But there is no avoiding the fact that no list 
could be blessed with 50 percent new faces up to the fiftieth position and with 
such strong representation of oriental communities, women and districts. 


This list was the fruit of the labor of difficult struggles and crises which 
accompanied long vigils and interaction between experienced parliamentary veterans 
and new faces from among the communities, districts, cities, labor settlements, 
women and development towns. If the party should be fated to remain in the 
opposition, it will at least be able to be blessed with the fact that it will be 
a strong aggressive opposition that will breathe forcefully down the back of the 
coalition. 
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ISRAEL 


TREND TOWARD LIKUD SEEN AMONG YOUTH 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 7 Jul 81 p 9 
[Article by Shevah Weiss] 


[Text] Since 1973 the youth have tended to identify with hawkish, activist, 
nationalist-chauvinist parties. The positions of the Alignment on foreign and 
security issues are seen, for some reason, as a readiness to "fold"--despite the 
strong principles of its components from a Zionist and ethical point of view. 


The elections in the IDF serve as a clear indication of the current political 
scene among the younger generation. Already in 1973 after and in the wake of the 
Yom Kippur War signs began to appear of the increasing prestige of the Likud 
among the younger generation. At that time the Likud won a 2 percent advantage 
among the voters of the "double envelope" in the IDF. 


This phenomenon continued on an even larger scale in the elections for the ninth 
Knesset in May, 1977. The Likud won 44 percent of the votes of the IDF soldiers, 
the Democrats for Change about 26 percent, and the Alignment 22 percent. 


In the elections for the tenth Knesset as they have been published, still 
unofficially, the success of the Likud in the IDF, which won about 45 percent, still 
stands out. Tehiya got about 7 percent, and together with the NRP, Tami and Telen, 
the “not one inch group" won about 60 percent of the voters of the "double envelope." 


The Alignment also increased its strength 


Indeed the Alignment also achieved something of significance. According to the 
results available, the Alignment increased its support even among the younger 
generation by about 50 percent. This fact is expressed as well in the IDF elec- 
tions in which the Alignment won about 36 percent this time. 


We have available the results of “elections” which were held in more than 30 high 
schools as a kind of simlation which was initiated by educators and administrators 
on the eve of the elections to the tenth Knesset. When we tabulated these totals 
we arrived at a picture like this: support for Likud was around 45 percent, for 
Tehiya around 16 percent. These schools do not include the federal religious edu- 
cation system or the Yeshivot. Indeed this is a rather unscientific collection of 
results but on such a large scale it is not without significance. 











A few weeks ago we published in YEDI'OT AHARONOT the essence of a survey which we 
took among three groups of students, from the University of Haifa, the Technion and 
from the law department of the University of Tel Aviv. Among these students too 

a trend was noted to support the big parties, and a certain preference was also 
noted for Likud and Tehiya. It therefore turns out that the younger generation 

is inclined to support parties and movements that are nationalist, "not one inch- 
ist," at times chauvinist, and generally very activist and hawkish. 


A blurring of positions 


We will try briefly to account for this political reality. The activist policy of 
the Likud, Tehiya and the NRP appeared in the expressions of the leaders and the 
media in a rather sophisticated mantle, as a kind of categorical imperative. The 
more dovish alternatives, which in our opinion are no less categorical in their 
makeup, did not succeed in making a sufficient impression upon the conscience of 
the younger generation. The Alignment, which is trapped by a kind of blurring of 
positions in the area of foreign and defence policy, has not been successful in 
persuading the younger generation of the justice of the Alon program. This pro- 
gram, which has strong Zionist and ethical security principles, is depicted, for 
some ceason, as a kind of readiness to "fold." 


A large portion of the younger generation belongs to what is called in sociological 
jargon the “oriental communities." The communal schism, which so deeply influenced 
this election campaign, found a particularly radical expression among the younger 
generation. It thus turns out that the anti-Ashkenazi phenomenon, which homes in 
precisely on the Alignment, is even more a factor among the younger voters than 
among the older ones. 


These elections, from the psychological-political viewpoint, turned out to be a 
kind of presidential election. The entire interest revolved around "this one 
versus that one." It would seem that the leadership of the Likud and Tehiya is 
more acceptable to the younger generation. 


Political reality 


In our view this is a result of the fact that the last few years have been charac- 
terized by the sticking of a depressing prototype on the Alignment leadership. 
There is no difficulty in proving, in a factual way, that this tag which has been 
stuck on the leaders of the labor movement lacks all foundation. But these facts 
had relatively little weight in creating the motivations of the voters in general 
and of the younger generation in particular. If we add together the political 
reality of the younger generation and the political reality of the "tribes of 
Israel" and its communities, the demography is against the Alignment. An impor- 
tant matter which will guide the Alignment leadership toward the future. 
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ISRAEL 


LIKUD KNESSET DELEGATION DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 3 Jul 81 p 21 
[Article by Avi Bettelheinm] 


[Text] "We have no Weizmans in the new faction," said one of the Herut MK's. What 
will be the face of Likud in the tenth Knesset? More hawks among the liberals. 

The new MK's will busy themselves with economics—and leave the political sphere 

to the experts. 


MK's in the Herut movement and the Lideral party see a more homogeneous Likud 
faction in the tenth Knesset, one which will "get along” with the government 
politically and which will be characterized by much more discipline than that of 

the faction in the ninth Knesset. "We don’t have any Weizmans in the new faction"— 
averred one of the Herut MK's. 


The division of forces in the Likud faction if it should enjoy 49 Knesset seats 
will be as follows: 25 MK's from the Herut movement (seven new ones); 18 MK's 
from the Liberal party (nine new ones); 4 from La’am as well as Yitzhaq Peretz 
(formerly of Rafi) and ‘Aqiba Nof (formerly: the Free Center, Democrats for 
Change, the Democratic Movement, and the Fraternity faction). 


Particularly conspicuous is the invigoration in ranks among the bloc of Liberals: 
nine new MK's out of 18 representatives. Also conspicuous is the integration of 
new MK's into the Knesset. Joining Roni Milo’, Moshe Ketzev and Ehud Ullmart are 
David Magen, Me’ir Shitrit, Micah Reiser and Michael Kleiner from Herut, Dror 
Zeigerman and ‘Eli Qols from the Liberals. 


Five weeks ago, shortly after the completion of the internal elections of the 
Liberal party for determining the Knesset candidates, the presidium chairman of 
the party Yitzhaq Moda‘i said: "there is no doubt that the hawkish line has 
gained the ascendancy in the Liberal party." New faces like David Shifman, the 
deputy mayor of Tel Aviv, and Pinhas Goldstein have a hawkish outlook of long- 
standing and will constitute strong support for the prime minister and his friends 
in the Herut movement. 


Nevertheless they say in the Liberal party that the Knesset “team" expresses the 
traditional pluralistic line of the party inasmuch as "doves" such as the young 
Dror -Zeigerman are also integrated into it. And yet lately within this party the 
suspicion has been voiced that the ascendancy of the hawkish line and the 
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completion of the processes of “unifying the Likud" will bring about the assimila- 
tion of the party within the Herut movement and a weakening of the liberal wing in 
Likud to the point of its complete disappearance. 


Liberals Assuage 


The Liberal heads are trying to calm people down and say that the party will not be 
wiped out and that its influence as a moderating factor with different views from 
those of the Herut movement will continue, especially in the economic sphere. 

As proof they relate that when the members of the two blocs struggled over the 
preparation of Likud's economic platform and substantial differences of opinion 
broke out between Yoram ‘Aridor and Yitzhaq Moda'i--Menehem Begin decided on cer- 
tain points in favor of the Liberal line that Moda‘i took. 


Thus far in the Liberal party the internal squabbling has not yet begun which so 
characterized this party in the last 4 years and which sullied the internal rela- 
tionships among its members. And yet below the surface there is already some 
ferment, the source of which lies in two directions: the appointment of ministers 
to the new government on the one hand and feelers about establishing a new internal 
coalition on the other. 


For the ministerial positions (the Liberals expect five portfolios) there are many 
takers, beyond the four present ministers (Ehrlich, Moda’i, Patt and Nissim). 


The new internal coalition in the Liberal party is these days in the first stages 
of formation, and an effort is discernible towards cooperation among the factions 
of Yitzhaq Moda'i and Avraham Sharir--factions which were set up on opposite sides 
of the barricade in the last 4 years, which have struggled with one another and 
which have caused total confusion to the point of paralysis of institutions and 
the lack of coherent party activity in the branches. 


If however an understanding should be reached between these two personages-—-most 

of the party forces would be united it is possible that at least for the time being 
the unending internal wars would be done away with. "We hope that we have learned 

from experience and that we will be able to function properly in the tenth Knesset. 
We now have a fresher mere vibrant faction. If we don't learn how to stop behaving 
like ‘private grocery stores’ within the party, it will destroy us," said MK Sarah 

Doron. 


The experts 


It is thought within the Herut movement that the Likud faction will be monolithic 
in comparision with the faction of the ninth Knesset. Indeed two new MK's were 
added to the Herut movement from among ‘Ezer Weizmann's loyalists--Micah Reiser, 
head of the organizational branch in the movement (the only one who voted against 
the removal of Weizmann from Herut in the celebrated vote at the movement's 
secretariat) and Me’ir Shitrit--head of the Yavneh local council--and yet it seems 
that there will be no significance at all to this fact as long as Ezer himself 
remains outside. 
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In addition the lack of a partner like the Democrats for Change will, in the 
opinion of some in Herut, prevent many of the problems that characterized the 
previous government. 


It appears that a majority of the new faces in the Likud faction will invest their 
time in economic and social spheres and leave foreign and security matters to the 
ministers and a small number of MK‘s who are considered experts in these areas 
like the former ambassador to Egypt Dr ‘Eliahu ‘Elissar, who is considered a 
candidate for an operational function connected with foreign policy matters. 


Thus for example the new MK's Dan Tikhon, Yitzhaq Zeigel, Tzvi Renner and Pinhas 
Goldstein promise to occupy themselves with economic matters related to their 
private businesses; Miriam Gelzer-Ta'’aseh, David Magen and Me’ir Shitrit will deal 
with social and welfare matters; Dr Yehuda Perah will contribute to the educational 
sphere and Beni Shalita’ will deal with agricultural affairs. 
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KUWAIT 


CAUSES BEHIND POLITICAL CRIMES DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 703, 22 Jul 81 p 18 
[Article: "The Whys and Wherefores of Political Crime" ] 


[Text] In a recent issue of AL-TALI'AH we dealt with the subject of poli- 
tical crime, a subject which Kuwait has begun to experience in recent 
years. We said that this kind of crime was to be expected under the geogra- 
phical and political circumstances that are surrounding the area, [and 

we said that] this was the result of several reasons. Foremost among these 
reasons is the struggle of Arab intelligence [agencies]. Amidst the multip- 
licity of Arab alliances and the polarization attempts that each alliance 
makes to exert pressure on the Arab parties in question, [these intel- 
ligence agencies] do not care about where they can settle their disputes. 


Second, this struggle is superimposed on the ambitions of the foreign 
powers, and especially the United States and Britain, who are turning the 
Gulf area into an arena for centralized activity to sidetrack the course 
of development which those nations are pursuing and to make those nations 
live under a state of permanent threat. 


But the principal matter in all this is the fact that the only thing that 
is new about political crime is its increase and its intensity. In the 
past political crimes used to take place under the cover of secrecy, and 
it was difficult to discover their significance. 


What is important in this regard in our opinion is [having] a clear in- 
sight into this kind of crime, whether it manifests itself in throwing 
explosives or assassinating people, and determining its principal targets 
as well as those agencies that back up such crime. The anxiety and con- 
fusion generated amidst people by political crime and the fact that it 
sidetracks the course of democratic development by placing obstacles in 
front of public liberties legislation and by creating the justification 
for emergency measures would appear to be one of the objectives for 
turning Kuwait into a place where disputes between intelligence agencies 
can be settled and for exerting pressure on Kuwait so it can proceed on 
the course which this or the other party may want. 
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What is important is that the names of the agencies or interests that are 
behind such actions, which are destroying Kuwait's stability and security, 
be proclaimed clearly. Keeping these cases, which have increased in recent 
years, under a cloud of secrecy and conjecture and a target of rumors and 
idle talk is not useful at all. We have noticed that some people are 
spreading such rumors against some national and Arab forces. In an atmos- 
phere of secrecy agencies that back such crimes increase their activities 
so they can utilize the effect of those crimes against national agencies. 
We can refer here to the fact that it was probably a coincidence that 
revealed the hand that was behind the recent campaign of explosives. Had 
it not been for this coincidence, those who have their own ulterior objec- 
tives would not have stopped taking advantage of the mystery that 
enveloped these incidents and would not have stopped making accusations 
against national figures and forces. 


Being fully convinced of the serious consequences that this destructive 
activity will have on the course of Kuwait's government and its people 

and condemning the agencies and the parties that are standing behind these 
activities, it is our view that the elimination of these crimes and their 
effects on our local conditions requires that a clear announcement be made 
to the citizens about the secrets of these operations and the mystery that 
surrounds them be exposed. There is nothing more dangerous to the security 
of a people than hiding the truth from them and allowing those with 
ulterior motives to make conjectures in the press and to engage in per- 
sonal conjecture. Such operations can thus be foiled, and they can always 
be turned against those who had planned them. 


We believe that every time a crime of this kind took place, government 
agencies did have encugh information about their circumstances and the 
people who carried them out as well as their objectives. But what we find 
curious is the fact that an atmosphere of mystery and secrecy is main- 
tained. [We find it curious that] a few voices have emerged calling for 
measures that infringe upon public liberties. They are calling for reten- 
tion of the emergency laws, such as the Assembly Law and the Publications 
Law. These demands are being made despite the fact that those who are 
making them are quite aware of the fact that impeding the course of democ- 
racy in Kuwait and spreading an atmosphere of anxiety and terror is the 
objective of political and non-political sabotage activities. Are we then 
to deal with political crimes by restricting liberties and turning Kuwait 
into a prison? Or do we deal with these crimes by aborting these plans and 
spreading the truth about them and showing respect for the citizen's intel- 
ligence, his good judgment and his understanding of matters? It is dif- 
ficult in today's world, and especially in Kuwait, to deal with matters by 
means of emergency measures, not only because these measures are non- 
productive, but rather because preserving the safety of the [country's] 
course and the relationship between the agencies of government and the 
citizens requires a relationship of another kind--a full partnership. It 
is not just a handful of individuals who are responsible for the security 
and the future of the country; everybody is. That is, all the people are 
responsible. 








This responsibility requires that the citizen be made fully aware of the 
events that are taking place around his country as well as the dangers 
to which it is exposed. This is the proper way to eliminate any effect 
which crimes that destroy peace and stability may have. 
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TUNISIA 


VARIOUS POLITICAL FORCES COMMENT ON LIBERALIZATION 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL- ‘ARABI WA AI-DUWALI in Arabic 13-19 Jul 81 


/Article by Rashid Khashanah: “Tunisia: When Will There Be Pluralism, and What 
Form Will It Take?"/ 


/13-19 Jul 81 pp 21, 22/ 


/Text/ The draft national charter which the Tunisian cabinet has ratified, in which 
the Detourian Party set forth its conditions for agreeing to the emergence of op- 
pesition currents, has raised objections from the parties. 


In the previous issue of AL-NAHAR AL- "ARABI WAL-DUWALIE, the Popular Unity Movement's 
Political Bureau, the Tunisian Communist Party and the Islamic Orientation Party 
expressed their observations. 


Here are the observations of the Movement of Social Democrats and the Tunisian 
Worker's Organization. 


At the Destour Party conference held in 1971, an obvious rift appeared between two 
currents, the first calling fer liberalization and expansion in the scope of free- 
doms, the second calling for toughness and a restriction of democratic practices. 
The struggle between the two approaches ended with the victory of the latter and 
the removal of the former from the Central Committee and the ministries they had 
been occupying. The rift was consecrated with the expulsion of such liberalization 
leaders as Ahmed Mestiri, El Baji Kaid El Sebsi and Hassib ben Ammar from the 
Destour Party in the 1974 conference. 


At the start of 1977 this group started to move and be active in the area of the 
defense of freedom under the title of Social Bemecrats. It participated in the 
establishment of the Tunisian League for the Defense of Human Rights in June 1977 
and at the end of the same year obtained a permit to issue a political paper 
titled AL-RA'Y, which started to appear in December 1977. 


The movement then announced the formation of a political party in June 1978 under 
the name of the Movement of Social Democrats. It presented an official request to 
the authorities on this, announced the names of its temporary board, which consist- 
ed of nine members, and proceeded to publish its political and economic program on 
the pages of AL-RA'Y. However, the announcement of the formation of the party pro- 
voked an internal struggle in the heart of the movement between the temporary 
board and people who refused to turn the movement inte an opposition party, and 
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the dispute ended when the former current took over the newspaper and drove the 
board off it. The group which insisted on forming an opposition party was con- 
pelled to apply to issue a paper speaking in its name and in 1980 it did obtain a 
permit to issue AL-MUSTAQBAL, the first issue of which appeared on i November 1980. 


The Democratic Socialist Mowement has good relations with such Arab parties as the 
Socialist Federation of Popular Powers in Morocco and the Egyptian Grouping Party, 
and with European socialist parties. 


In past weeks, when the ruling Destour Party declared that it would allow the ex- 
istence of opposition movements on certain conditions, the democratic Secialist 
Movement called fer the convening of a national symposium of political leaders to 
formulate a joint groundwork for action and a preparatory meeting was held in which 
the Communist Party, the Islamic Orientation, the Popular Unity Movement (Political 
Bureau) and the Movement of Social Democrats participated. 


When some pressure was put on the authorities to prompt thes to retreat from the 
liberalization decision, Ahmed Mestiri wrote a lead editerial in AL-MUSTAQBAL in 
which he said "About 2 months ago the president declared the endorsement ef politi- 
cal pluralism at the Destourian Socialist Party conference. This declaration was 
a political event and had a deep, beneficial impact domestically and abroad. Then 
the days and weeks passed, and it began to seem to people as if the matter had not 
yet ‘ripened’ but was still the subject of discussion among people in positions of 
power. Then the issue started to be subject to psycholkgical vacillations, whizs 
and outbursts of temper, although there were preconditions and various obstacles 
to pluralism, including the fears and reservations which some of eur brethers and 
friends abroad have been expressing as if they were more worried about Tunisia and 
its stability than the Tunisians themselves were." Mestiri concluded his editorial 
by stating "To whomever it may cencern: the single-party system, as has been 
proved by the experience of the past 10 years, has not protected Tunisia from vari- 
ous unsettling moves, tensions and severe crises, and the approval of pluralisn 
and the concentration of the ruling regime on the basis of true popular support 
thet requires will alone guarantee that the wherewithal for the real pretection of 
Tunisia and strengthening of the domestic front will be provided." AL-NAHAR AL-’ 
ARABI WAL-DUWALT asked Mestiri about his conception cf pluralism and the formlas 
for attaining it, and he answered. 


/Questioa/ Does your movement intend to take part in the coming parliamentary 
elections? On what terms? 


/Answer/ Our movement actually is thinking of participating in the coming parlia- 
mentary elections, but it has not yet taken its decision in this regard, because 
the conditions under which it will take place have not yet become clearly crystal- 
lized. There is a climate which must exist and guarantees which mst be provided 
in order for the elections to be free and unblemished so that it will be possible 
to conducc an election campaign and pacticipate equally with the ruling party in 
overseeing the voting process. This certainly makes it mandatory that we have «@ 
system which is autonomous anc structures and branches which the authorities re- 


cognize legally. 


We will not, as some bodies in the regime believe agree to link the elections to 
the issue of the legal recognition of opposition parties, unless the Destourian 





Socialist Party agrees to withdraw from power, dissolve itself and let its members 
come forward as independent candidates for election on an equal footing with the 
other candidates, while subjecting itself to the same rules which it wants to in- 
pose on other political currents. In this case alone will we agree to go through 
the test of the elections before obtaining legal recognition. 


/Question/ What is your position on the draft national charter the Destourian Party 
presented at its latest conference? 


/answer/ We do not reject the notion of the “national charter," in principle, 
especially since our movement previously presented a similar recommendation in 
October 1977, although the ruling party categorically rejected it. 


Regarding the contents and conditions of this charter, we do not agree that this 
charter should be a one-way obligation. We demand that it be the subject of con- 
sultation, then agreement, among all the parties concerned. 


/Question/ How do you view the possibility of coordination among opposition posi- 
tions in the current stage? 


/Answer/ In the most recent period, bilateral and group contacts have been made 
among representatives of the most important detachments of the opposition and dis- 
cussion has taken place within these detachments on the subject of applying plural- 
ism, which the regime has promised and the issue of elections. Naturally different 
developments, points of dispute and points of agreement exist. Although the time 
has not yet come for joint action and full coordination, this will not prevent con- 
centrated contacts and continued consultations in order gradually to eliminate 
points of dispute and differences in position, and it will become possible to cre- 
ate common ground to specify the ways of exercising democracy. This is the goal 
of the recommendation which we presented recently on holding a national symposium 
of political leaders. 


/13-19 Jul 81 pp 22, 23/ 


/Text/ At the end of the sixties and the start of the seventies, a Marxist- 
Leninist movement which was distinguished by its broad and concentrated activity, 
especially in circles of intellectuals and young people became prominent on the 
political stage. This movement was fused into an organization bearing the name of 
the Socialist Study and Action Grouping which issued a theoretical and political 
journal titled AFAQ. Then issuance of the magazine stopped and in 1971 it was re- 
placed by a newspaper bearing the title AL-'AMIL AL-TUNISI, in which news was con- 
veyed on labor strikes and political articles, as well as ideological analyses and 
discussions. 


In 1974, the organization shifted from appealing for socialist revolution to giving 
democratic and nationalistic missions priority over socialist goals. That was also 
the year in which the organization changed its name and became the Tunisian Work- 
er's Organization. 


In two consecutive years, this organization was subjected to two major trials, the 
first involving 201 accused persons, the second 101, in the summers of 1974 and 
1975. 








Internally, in its notions the Tunisian Worker called for radical change and oppos- 
ed the policy of cooperatives which Ahmed Ben Salih led, as well as the policies 
of the seventies which Nouira led. In the foreign field, it was hostile to the 
great powers and put the United States and the Soviet Union on an equal basis, pro- 
ceeding from the assertion that the Soviet Union had degenerated and had become a 
domineering power internationally and a capitalistic on demestically. 


This current was congruent ideokgically with China, but it was not proved, in the 
successive trials that followed one another, that there was any direct relationship 
between it and China. With the latest changes which suffused the great Asian na- 
tion with an atmosphere of rapproachement with the west, and the United States 
specifically, the Tunisian Worker's Organization condemned the Chinese leaders and 
censidered them neodeviationists proceeding along the road of evolution to an im- 
perialist power. The Tunisian Worker Leaders consider that these positions are 
proof that their line is independent of all foreign powers and their control over 
their political decisions is absolute. 


AL-NAHAR AL- ‘ARABI WAL-DUWALI met with one of the organization's leaders, and here 
is his view of the current stage: 


/Question/ Toward the end of the sixties and in the first half of the seventies 
your movement stood out as the most important opposition force on the domestic 
Stage. How did this organization arise? What stages did it go through? 


/Answer/ After the coup attempt of 1962 was dispelled, a decree was issued pro- 
scribing the sole opposition party at that time and confiscating its newspapers. 
It was then officially decided to codify the single party system at the Destour 
Party conference in Bizerte, which was called the Conference of Destiny. In this 
atmosphere, a group of combative ycung people emerged within the group of people 
studying in France and made a stand against the policy of individual rule and the 
blows against freedom. Their goal was to unify the forces of the left. In 1964 
the fighters started returning to the homeland to work domestically. 


This group composed of students, professors and researchers followed a policy dif- 
ferent from that of others. It did not submit to the will of the regime but rather 
took the initiative of exercising the right of expression and organization and in 
1963 founded an organization to arrange its activities under the name of the 
Socialist Study and Action Grouping in Tunisia, which was better known by the name 
of its magazine, AFAQ. The organization began to establish branches throughout 

the country and started taking part in student union boards and intellectual syn- 
posia. In 1967, it was invited to take part in a conference held in Algeria on 
Socialism in the Arab world. It also took part in the great debate which was or- 
ganized in the Labor Exchange in the capital on the policy of cooperatives. We 
were almost the only ones to create an opposition press at that time and we afford- 
ed it a broad distribution in circles of intellectuals and young people. It is 
true that the Commmist Party issued the publication AMAL in French and started 
distributing it domestically, but we were the ones who took the initiative of 
creating and stimulating a good intellectual climate and developing the ideologi- 
cal struggle for the sake of a scientific discussion of the issues in our society. 
For example, when Mohammed Harmal issued a brochure on classes in Tunisia, we pub- 
lished a reply to it. 
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In the realm of political democracy, we took clear positions and recorded our dif- 
ferences with others frankly. When a minister resigned in the sixties in the name 
of democyacy, we explained the difference between two types of democracy--popular 
democracy and bourgeois democracy. 


In addition, in the context of foreign policy, we took part in the 5 June 1967 pro- 
test demonstration against the United States and Britain and some members of our 
organization were tried as a consequence of that demonstration. We also supported 
the Vietnamese cause by participating in the emergence of the secret Vietnam Con- 
mittee, in which democratic and peace-loving elements took part. To consecrate 
this sympathy, we organized a desonstration against the foreign minister of South 
Vietnam, who visited Tunisia at chat time. 


Parallel to and as a result of this broad activity, an intellectual evolution oc- 
curred within the organization, when it was transformed from one which was not 
ideologically homogeneous but contained Trotskyists, nationalists and liberals to 
a unified one embracing Marxist-Leninism, in interaction with the political prac- 
tice of the organization first of all and the development of the world struggle be- 
tween deviationism and Marxist-Leninisn. 


In 1968 the policy of repression escalated, all scope for freedom was blocked off, 
the policy of promoting cooperatives by ferce and compulsion was applied, and that 
was accompanied by the elimination of every opposition voice and the suppression of 
every form of expression. Blows were concentrated against our organization and a 
trial was staged against us, after the State Security Court was established specifi- 
cally to try us. Sentences of 16 years' imprisonment were issued against us. Nat- 
urally this was a tax we paid for explaining the basis of our thinking, which brought 
about a radical difference between the reformist political thinking which prevailed 
and the promotion of a revolutionary conception of change. 


After these two stages, the stage of growth and the stage of broad practice, the 
organization, in the first half of the seventies, passed through a third stage, 
the most conspicuous feature of which was an actual, not rhetorical, orientation 
toward the working class and the propagation of new thinking in labor circles. 
This meant that repression did not dampen our exercise of our political and intel- 
lectual plan. Indeed, we developed it, since, in addition to our continued pres- 
ence in young intellectual circles, we started to give concrete form to the slogan 
of solidarity with the working class. 


This radicalization and practical progressive orientation was accompanied by the 
approval of our view on the political and ideological level, especially our stra- 
tegic orientation on major issues, especially the two issues which in the past had 
been marred by negative features, first the issue of the unity of the Arab peoples 
in the context of their affiliation to a single nation, and second the nature of 
the historic stage Tunisian society is going through, which is one of a national 
liberation that has not yet been consummated. Consequently it is mandatory, as 4 
strategic goal during this stage, that national and democratic missions be carried 
out as a step toward socialism and that a society be created in which man's ex- 
ploitation by man will be eradicated. These new positions during the 1973-75 per- 
iod were a rectification of the positions whicin had prevailed previously, and this 
made it possible to go beyond the notion of bypassing stages and shortcutting the 
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natural development of society. In this period the name of the organization changed 
and it acquired the name of the Tunisian Worker's Organization, in embodiment of 
our labor orientation. That is the name of the paper we started issuing in 1971. 


This new intellectual and labor orientation sharply increased the organization's 
spread and influence and spurred on its fighting members. In spite of the errors 
which were made we believe that we alongside other parties have contributed to 
developing and radicalizing democratic thinking which is opposed to tyranny and to 
deepening a national consciousness which is opposed to foreign hegemony. This 
orientation has had a repercussion in the popular movement, specifically the trade 
union movement, which began to embrace it, and it had a reverberation, for example, 
; the National Council of the Trade Union Federation shortly before the 26 January 
78 events. 


Naturally that was no secret to the authorities, and repressive campaigns were re- 
peated against our movement, most important of were the trials of 1974 and 1975. 
Until recently our staffs and fighting members were in prison and they were not re- 
leased until August 1980. Naturally they were not the only ones in prison. 


/Question/ What is your appraisal of the current stage and your pesition on demo- 
cracy and the proliferation of parties? 


/Answer/ In the current stage, the situation has experienced tangible progress whose 
roots go back to 1977, when the working class appeared on the stage as the most pnoa- 
inent social force in opposing its basic freedoms,trade union traditions were fira- 
ly implanted which the country had not known since colonialism, and other groups of 
people came running after then. 


A disruption in the balance of forces resulted from this tide, especially in the 
social context. The structured framework of this tide was the trade union movement. 
In this atmosphere, the working class became the main social class and the consensus 
which had been built up about the regime started to shrink and break up and isola- 
tion increased. This social disruption created further disruption in the domestic 
balance in general and in the isolation of the regime abroad. At first, the regime 
tried, through a violent bloody confrontation which was aimed at the Union Federa- 
tion, the center of gravity of the labor movement, to restore its lost balance, but 
it did not succeed in this, because of two important factors, first the working 
class' and labor movement's rejection of this dominance by the regime, their refusal 
to break under the blows, and their resistance to them, and secend the worsening 
economic crisis of the regime, which could not coritrol it as it had hoped through 
this blow. | 


Against the background of this deteriorating situation, the roots and the fuse of 
the Gafsa operation grew. This was tantamount to a warning signal which awakened 
the regime and made it clear to it that the horizon did not inspire confidence. 
Therefore, by pursuing a new policy, it is now trying to regain its balance under 
the title of liberalization. 


The best indication ef the development of the balance of power and the growth of 
the popular movement is the fact that it has succeeded in imposing a new arena of 
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confrontation. Previously, the regime had restricted demands to the economic con- 
text alone, that is, to organizing relations among “social parties." Today, how- 
ever, the arena has become political as well, that is, one of struggle for demo- 
cracy and freedoms. 


In this context, the regime is acting on the basis of a modified policy, but the 
essence of its policy still is based on the spirit of exception and repression. 
Bearing obvious witness to that is the “national charter” it is propounding as a 
framework for organizing political life in the country. 


/Question/ What is your position on the draft national charter? 


/Answer/ Our view is clear: it proceeds from the position of protecting, unifying 
and developing the radical and democratic tendency which has appeared in Tunisian 
society. As far as we are concerned, there is no room to play the role of support- 
ing the claim that democracy exists on the surface or of being a facade for this 
process, which an effort is being made to promote in the name of liberalization. 


Our position may be summarized by the contention that the exercise of freedoms can 
be conditioned only by the protection they have against fascists and the enemies of 
freedom. Therefore we reject the ideological and political conditions which are 
aimed at putting pressure on political movements and defending the regime. 


/Question/ Do you intend to present an official application to obtain a permit to 
issue a newspaper? 


/Answer/ We have devoted all our powers to placing the struggle in the context of 
democratic combat because democracy offers better circumstances for developing 
political action. 


Regardless of our intellectual democratic convictions, our practice itself has been 
based on adherence to freedoms, especially the freedom ef the press and of organi- 
zation. The most obvious proof of that is the fact that we have actually exercised 
our basic democratic rights, have not waited for permits from anyone, and have made 
every possible sacrifice. 


However, we stress that when we resorted to secret activity that was not so mich a 
choice of free will as one imposed upon us by non-democratic circumstances and by 
the absence of freedoms which prevailed and still is prevalent up to now. However, 
in spite of that, we do not today ignore the developments the democratic and mass 
movement has imposed, and we are determined to launch the struggle for the legiti- 
macy of our organizational and journalistic activity and existence as a contribution 
On our part to the struggle for real freedoms, not in the context of an erroneous 
democratic game--regardless of the regime's readiness to grant us legitimacy by 
law--because legitimacy is won, not given, and we will, as we did in the past, con- 
tinue the struggle for our freedom and right of expressien and open political ac- 
tion. 


/Question/ What in your view are the conditions which must be prowided in order for 
the elections to be free? 
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/Answer/ In our opinion it is not possible for free elections to take place unless 
the following minimm conditions exist: issuance of a general parliamentary 
amnesty and improvement upon the partial measures which have been taken up to now, 
which remain a sword hanging over fighting political and trade union members; 
second, abrogation ef unconstitutional laws, especially the Law Associations and 
the Press Law, which prevent political currents from exercising their rights; and 
third, review of the election law and provision of material and media resources to 
all political currents. 


11887 
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TUNISIA 


OPPOSITION IN ELECTIONS--The Tunisian presidential decree om the coming parliamen- 
tary elections (to take place in Tunisia 1 November 1981) is still the subject of 
debate among opposition political currents. The Tunisian Commmist Party and the 
Social Democrats’ Movement had previously recorded their reservations on this de- 
cree, which calls for legal permits to be granted to opposition movement only after 
they obtain a minimum of 5 percent of the votes. In the statement by the Islamic 
Movement of Tunisia, the leaders of that movement in turn expressed their reserva- 
tions and their abst from participation in the elections. Im «nother area, the 
Popular Unity Movement (wing of Ahmed Ben Saleh, resident abroad) declared its 
rejection of this measure and renewed its application to obtain a legal permit, 
while the Popular Unity Movement (wing of El Hadj Ben Omar in Tunisia) expressed 
its readiness to embark on these elections, which it considers a suitable opportun- 
ity to assert itself domestically. The leaders of this wing declared their inten- 
tion to issue a daily newspaper (AL-WAHDAH) as of next 1 September, that is, 2 
months before the date of the special parliamentary elections. While the Secial 
Democrats’ Movement is the only one now permitted to issue a newspaper, the weekly 
AL-MUSTAQBAL, it is likely that the Popular Unity Movement (domestic wing) wili 
receive a permit to issue a newspaper at least to sanctify the presidential decree 
through the movement's newspaper and restore a balance with AL-MUSTAQBAL, which re- 
jects this decree. /Text/ /Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 11 Jul 81 pp i2, 13/11887 
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